MOVEMENT TOWARDS THE LEFT

who were rendered independent by their worldly circumstances
or character: the artisans, vine-growers, and peasant proprietors.
From the first they predominated in the towns, the industrial
regions, and the south-eastern districts, in which the Republican
party had come into being as early as 1849; after which they won
over the central regions, the south-west, and, lastly, part of the west.
In the north and north-east, the development has been less
clear-cut, and the result has been a division of influence between
the two tendencies, The Normans have still a tendency to respect
those enjoying the old forms of social superiority. The right having
attracted most of the well-to-do bourgeoisie, the parties of the
left, composed almost exclusively of the lower middle and lower
classes, have found a large number of their leaders among the
bourgeois Freemasons, Protestants, or Jews, standing outside the
influence of the Church. Since political influence is exerted largely
by word of mouth, whether in the Chambers or during electoral
campaigns, the political world has always contained a large num-
ber of lawyers; most French prime ministers and presidents of the
Republic have started their career at the bar.
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The stable condition of public opinion has prevented sudden
changes in the majority; but in place of this there has been a slow
and steady process of development, With the exception of the
crises provoked by the temporary suspension of the uninominal
vote of 1885 and 1919, which focused the struggle into one be-
tween two tendencies, this has always been in the same direction -
namely, towards the left, probably because newer generations of
electors have grown up* The right has shrunk till in 1914 only
a single group was left-that called the 'right* or ' Conservative'.
The parties of the left have grown steadily; by 1879 the republicans
were in possession of all political powers, having gained the major-
ity in the Senate and the presidentship of the Republic; the only
influence still enjoyed by the monarchists was of a social order.

The republicans now carried out the reforms for which they had
called under the Empire: laws on the liberty of the Press and of
public meetings, free and compulsory elementary education,
military service for three years, with theoretical equality between